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Welcome to Byron Primary! 

We’d like to welcome you to our School.  

We’ve put together this booklet to tell 
you about Byron. However, this booklet 
is no substitute for actually visiting the 
school - we would encourage everyone 
to make an appointment to come in and 
see the School during the day. It is also 
important that your child visits us to see 
what a friendly community we are. 

We look forward to seeing you in the 
near future. 

Our Goals 
Byron Primary School aims to foster a 
secure and enjoyable environment which 
excites, challenges and motivates each 
child, enabling them to reach their full 
potential.  We recognise that children 
learn most effectively through an enquiry 
based approach using first-hand 
experiences. 

The School provides a framework which 
intends to support and guide children in 
their development of self-discipline.  We 
encourage relationships which are 
based upon respect for each other, both 
within the school and the wider 
community.  We aim to develop a 
partnership with parents in the all round 
education of their children. 

In line with the Race Relations 
(Amendment) Act 2000, we aim to 
eliminate any unlawful racial 
discrimination, promote equality of 
opportunity and enable good relations 
between people of different racial 
groups. 



 

 

 

Starting Out At Byron 
 

Starting School  

At Byron we aim to make starting school as positive an 
experience as we can.  It is very important that each child feels 
confident and secure with us and to this end we welcome you to 
stay with your children at the beginning of a session in order to 
settle them happily into an activity. 
The process of settling into school is a vitally important one and 
should always be taken at the child’s own rate.  A happy, sound 
beginning will give the security and confidence needed to form the 
foundations for successful learning. 
At Byron we pride ourselves on working closely with parents and 
together pacing each child’s transition into school to make this 
important time as calm and secure as possible. 

New Children 
Once a place has been offered in the Reception class you will 
receive a booklet and information regarding your child's entry 
procedure.  You will be invited to a Reception meeting so that 
your child can join the other children new to Byron to have a story 
and meet the Reception staff. 

Home Visits  

You will be invited to receive a Home Visit from the Reception 
teacher.  The Home Visit forms the first important link for your 
child between home and school and offers you the opportunity to 
discuss any problems or queries that you may have regarding 
your child’s entry to school.   

Uniform  
The school uniform of yellow polo shirt and brown sweatshirt (to 
be worn with grey trousers or skirt and black shoes) is available to 
purchase from the School Office, along with P.E. tee-shirt, white 
shorts, P.E. and book bags.    

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Reception Entry  

 

Children enter the Reception class during the school year in which 
they become five.  The Reception year is part of the Foundation 
Stage. 

All children are admitted into the Reception classes on a part-time 
basis initially in order to allow time for the induction process.  
Gradually the children will extend their time at school by staying to 
lunch and remaining at school all day.   

Usually this process will take a short time, but sometimes it may 
be felt best by the teacher and parent that the child remains on a 
part-time basis for a longer period.  All children in the Reception 
classes will normally be attending school on a full-time basis by 
the end of the Autumn term. 

 

Entry in other Year Groups  

Please contact us to check that we have spaces in the age groups 
you require. 
 

Pre School and Nursery provision at Byron 
Byron Primary School and the Mulberry Bush Pre-School have 
formed a partnership to provide pre school provision for children 
aged 2 years and upwards until the academic year they enter the 
Reception class.  The academic year runs from 1st September to 
31st August so to enter our Reception class your child must 
become 5 years old between those dates.  
 

Mulberry Bush is Ofsted inspected and provides the first year of 
the two year Foundation Stage.  The second year is taught in 
Byron’s Reception year. 
 

Nursery age children i.e. those who become 4 years old during an 
academic year will be housed in the building as you enter the 
school.  It is completely self-contained and as well as a classroom 
and a quiet room it has a large play area outside.  There are 
toilets and washing facilities. 
 

Younger children are housed in the building shared with Playplus 
next to the Junior department playground and field.  Again it is self 
contained and has its own classroom, quiet areas and kitchen as 
well as toilets and outside provision. 



 

 

The Government provide free sessions for your 3 and 4 year old 
children.  Because of the length of sessions at Mulberry Bush, the 
children are entitled to 4 free sessions a week.   Children become 
eligible for free Nursery sessions the term after they are 3 years 
old.  Mulberry Bush is open all year including the school holidays, 
except for 2 weeks at Christmas. 
Mulberry Bush provides nursery education with flexibility e.g. it is 
possible, if you wish, to take your child’s free sessions on 2 
afternoons and 1 full day, or two mornings and two afternoons.  
The free sessions can be wrapped around breakfast, lunch and 
tea giving you the option of leaving your child at nursery from 8.00 
a.m. until 6.00 p.m.   
There are of course charges for the sessions that are not free and 
for the meals.  More detailed information can be obtained from 
Mulberry Bush, telephone number 020 8660 4180 or telephone 
Byron’s School Office on 020 8668 4877.  We will be pleased to 
forward to you a prospectus. 

 

The School Day 
Infant Dept. 9.05 a.m. – 12.25 p.m.   1.30 p.m. – 3.05 p.m. 
Junior Dept. 9.00 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   1.30 p.m. – 3.10 p.m. 
During the normal school week there are 21 hours and 15 minutes 
of teaching time in the Infant department and 23 hours and 30 
minutes in the Junior department.  This does not include 
registration, assembly or morning break.  This is in line with the 
Secretary of State’s recommendations. 
 

School Attendance 

Infant Department 
We would like you to bring your child to school between 5 – 10  
minutes before the beginning of the session when teachers will be 
there to welcome them.  During this time children will discuss, 
browse and change their storybooks ready to take them home at 
the end of the school day. 
 

At the end of the school day children are collected from the 
classroom.  When your child starts at Byron you will be given a 
Home Form to complete.  The purpose of this form is to inform us 
who will be collecting your child each day.   
If circumstances change on any occasional basis then we either 
ask you to sign the Home Book which is in each classroom area 



 

 

or telephone the school and inform us.  This ensures that no-one 
can take your child without your permission. 
 

Junior Department 
Children come into school from 8:45 a.m. 
At the end of the day children go out into the playground and wait 
for you there. 
 

Punctuality 
It is your responsibility to ensure that your child arrives on time 
and is collected punctually at home time.  Please be prompt as 
lateness can lead to your child being upset.  Should you be 
delayed please telephone the school.  Your child will be taken to 
the school office until your arrival.   
If your child has not been collected 15 minutes after the close of 
school the Headteacher or designated member of staff will 
attempt to make contact with you and those you have listed as 
emergency contacts.   
 



 

 

 

Parents at Byron 

Parent Teacher Contact 
The involvement of parents in their children’s education is one of 
our School aims.  Children cannot reach their potential unless a 
partnership between the school and parents is developed and 
maintained.  It is vital that children recognise that parents and 
teachers work together for their good.  Parental involvement in 
both formal and informal situations will help reach these goals. 
 

Open evenings are held once a term giving parents an opportunity 
to discuss their child’s progress with the class teacher and see 
their child’s work.  All children are set Learning Targets which are 
shared with parents in order for them to support their children in 
their efforts to achieve the targets.  Parents are encouraged to 
pop in before or after school to discuss any matters concerning 
them, although there may be times when the class teacher is 
unavailable.  A suitable appointment will then be made via our 
School Office.  Please do not hesitate if you would like to discuss 
any points with members of staff.  You will receive a written report, 
concerning your child’s achievements, at the end of  the summer 
term. 

Parents in School 
We especially welcome parents, grandparents or carers to help in 
school even for short times.  If you have a particular interest or 
talent that you would be willing to share with the children, please 
let us know.  We always ask parents and helpers if we can police 
check them before they work in school.  This is standard policy for 
everyone who comes into contact with the children including all 
staff members. 
 

We need help and support with many different activities including 
outings, book sharing, maths.and computers. 

Byron School Association 
Byron School Association was formed to promote the well being of 
the children attending the School.  It is an active and friendly 
group engaged in many successful fund-raising ventures.  The 
Association also organises the children’s Christmas Parties, and 
provides tea and coffee at school events as well as Socials for our 
parents and friends of the school.  All parents are members of the 
Association while their children are at Byron.  Parents’ 
suggestions and offers of help are most welcome. 
 



 

 

The Curriculum 

At Byron we aim to provide a curriculum which is rich, stimulating, 
broad, balanced and challenging, designed to meet the individual 
needs of the children.  It aims to promote spiritual, moral, cultural, 
mental and physical development, meet our stated aims and the 
requirements of the National Curriculum. 

At Foundation Stage there are six main areas:- 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Communication, 
Language and Literacy, Problem Solving, Reasoning and 
Numeracy, Knowledge and Understanding of the World, Physical 
Development and Creative Development. 
At Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 the National Curricu lum Core 
subjects are:- 
English, Mathematics, Science, Information and Communications 
Technology (ICT) and Religious Education (RE) 
and the Foundation subjects are:- 
Design and Technology, Geography, History, Art, 
Music, Physical Education, Personal, Social and Emotional 
Education. 
 

The programmes of study for each of these subject areas are 
related to Key Stages in the National Curriculum, based on pupils’ 
ages.   

Foundation Stage Pupils aged 3 - 5 years 

Key Stage 1 Pupils aged from 5 - 7 years: 

Key Stage 2 Pupils aged from 7 years – 11 years 
 
The curriculum is planned to ensure continuity and 
progression in the children’s learning and embraces  equality 
of opportunity.  The school actively opposes stereo typing 
and prejudice. Details of the children’s learning i n each area 
of the Curriculum are available for parents at the beginning of 
each term and more detailed information can be obta ined 
from the class teacher. 
 
 
 

 
National Curriculum Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 

English 
The English Curriculum consists of three areas:- 



 

 

·  Speaking and Listening 
·  Reading  
·  Writing 

At Byron, in line with the National Literacy Strategy, we operate a 
Literacy lesson each day for Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 
children.  Reception children follow the Foundation Stage 
Curriculum for Communication, Language and Literacy.   
 

Speaking and Listening 
The importance of speaking and listening is recognised in all 
areas of the curriculum.  Children are encouraged to speak 
clearly, fluently and confidently in a variety of situations.  They are 
taught to listen to others and to value their contributions.  Please 
take every opportunity to talk to your child and to listen to what 
they have to say. 
 

Reading 
Children develop reading skills and a love of fiction, non-fiction 
and poetry through a wide range of structured experiences, which 
include the development of sight vocabulary and teaching of 
phonics. We want our children to become fluent and confident 
readers who are able to read a range of literature with enjoyment 
and understanding. Children are encouraged to share books at home 
from Reception to Year 6. 
 

Writing 
Children are taught to write for a wide variety of purposes - e.g. 
stories, accounts, letters and lists.  Independent writing is 
encouraged from Reception onwards.  Spelling, phonics, dictionary 
skills and punctuation are taught within the context of a stimulating 
writing environment.  Children are encouraged to develop a clear 
legible style of handwriting. 

Mathematics 
We follow the National Numeracy Revised Framework for Teaching 
Mathematics which is organised into 5 strands:- 

·  Numbers and the number system. 
·  Calculations. 
·  Solving problems. 
·  Handling data. 
·  Measure, shape and space. 

 
Using and applying mathematics is integrated throughout. 



 

 

We aim to give the children a thorough understanding of 
mathematical concepts and language in these areas and the skills to 
apply them to everyday situations.   
The learning experiences we provide are designed to make 
mathematics enjoyable and ensure that children feel positive and 
confident about maths. 
There is a strong emphasis on developing children’s ability to 
calculate mentally.  In the early years children will use oral methods 
moving from counting objects and fingers to more sophisticated 
mental strategies.  Alongside their mental calculations they will learn 
about written recording.  Children will also use multi-media 
programmes. 
In Reception the children follow the Foundation Stage Curriculum for 
Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy carrying out daily 
practical activities.  During the Summer Term they have daily maths 
sessions to prepare the children for the dedicated maths lessons in 
Years 1 to 6.   

Science 
At all stages in a child’s science education three main areas will be at 
the centre of their learning experiences.   

·  the development of basic skills. 
·  the fostering of positive attitudes. 
·  the development of scientific concepts. 

All children from Reception onwards are encouraged to explore and 
investigate within meaningful contexts in ways that will help them to 
make sense of the world around them.  They are encouraged to 
observe, predict, question, experiment and to develop their 
scientific language and knowledge.  They will learn about life 
processes, materials, physical processes and health and safety.  
An essential feature of our science curriculum is its attention to 
first-hand experience and safe active involvement in a wide blend 
of experimental work. 

Design and Technology 
Design and Technology is developed by combining designing and 
making skills with knowledge and understanding in order to design 
and make products.  Children at Byron are given opportunities to 
work both collaboratively and individually with a range of materials 
and tools to encourage skills to develop.  They increase their 
knowledge and understanding by becoming involved with 
mechanisms, structures, products and applications, quality, health 
and safety and by using appropriate language. 
 



 

 

Information & Communications Technology (ICT) 
Information  and Communication Technology (ICT) prepares 
pupils to participate in a rapidly changing world in which work and 
other activities are increasingly transformed by access to varied 
and developing technology. Pupils use ICT tools to find, explore, 
analyse, exchange and present information. They learn how to 
employ ICT to enable rapid access to ideas and experiences from 
a wide range of people, communities and cultures. Increased 
capability in the use of ICT promotes initiative and independent 
learning.  
We have a 30-computer ICT room, which enables whole -class 
teaching of ICT from Reception to Year 6. There is a high-
speed broadband connection and use of the Internet is 
monitored 
 

History and Geography 
We aim for children to develop a lasting enjoyment and 
enthusiasm for their environment both past and present. 
 

History 
Children learn about the past from a wide range of historical 
sources including myths, stories, factual accounts, artefacts, 
music, visits and visitors to school.  They have the opportunity to 
develop an understanding about living, work, and life styles of 
adults and children in the past.  They are taught about the lives of 
different kinds of famous people and about changes in their own 
lives and those of their family.  We aim to foster in children a 
fascination for the past, a development in the concept of time and 
an understanding of the important accomplishments of the past.  
Through learning that history is made up from evidence, children 
will acquire investigative skills to interpret and evaluate 
information from a variety of sources including the local 
environment. 
 

Geography 
We foster the children’s natural curiosity about the world around 
them, and enable them to develop their knowledge and 
understanding of the local area as well as a contrasting locality 
either in the U.K. or overseas.  Children learn about the effects of 
the weather on people and their surroundings; how the 
environment is changing, and how it can be sustained and 
improved.  
 



 

 

Art 
Art is an integral part of the curriculum at Byron where children 
are given opportunities to extend creativity and imagination as 
well as develop practical skills and techniques.   
They are encouraged to develop an understanding of colour and 
pattern through observation of the world around them.  They have 
opportunities to observe and appreciate the work of great artists 
and designers and to apply this knowledge in their own work.  
They have access to a wide variety of media including clay, 
pastels, paint and fabrics. 
 

Music 
Music is a valued part of the curriculum at Byron.  Children 
develop their musical knowledge and understanding through 
playing musical games, experimenting with sounds, singing, 
playing percussion and performing.  They are also encouraged to 
listen and respond to different styles of music. 
Some children in Year 5 and 6 have the opportunity to join other 
Schools in the Croydon area and perform at Fairfield Halls.  The 
school runs a Choir for children who enjoy singing and the Choir 
perform both in school and in the community. 
A music teacher visits the school to teach piano to children who 
have expressed an interest.  There are also opportunities for 
children to join local orchestra groups. 
 

Physical Education 
We provide a wide range of physical activities which include 
gymnastics, games, (both indoors and outdoors) dance and multi-
skills for the Infant department. 
The Junior department children have the opportunity to swim, play 
hockey, netball, and football, as well as dance and athletics. 
The children develop physical, social and communication skills 
through progressively challenging learning opportunities.  At 
Byron safety, self awareness and consideration for others are 
important issues in Physical Education and we place great 
emphasis on developing children’s understanding of the benefits 
of exercise. 
 

We actively seek to take part in competitive sport.  We are one of 
Croydon’s most successful schools in sporting activities.    For 
many years we have had very successful football teams and 
regularly represent the Croydon Borough at the London Boroughs’ 
Youth Games.  Being part of the Woodcote Sports College Group 
means we regularly take part in competitiions. 



 

 

 

Religious Education 
The teaching of Religious Education at Byron follows the Agreed 
Syllabus for Croydon.  We aim to enable our children to 
understand and reflect upon religious beliefs and practices, and to 
provide opportunities for them to explore and express their own 
thoughts and responses.   
 

We encourage children to respect and care for one another.  The 
children will learn more about Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, 
Sikhism, Islam and Hinduism through stories, customs and 
celebrations, and, in addition, ensure that other faiths are explored 
and valued.  Although Religious Education is a compulsory 
subject, parents have the right to withdraw their child wholly or 
partly from acts of collective worship and R.E. teaching.  Parents 
who wish to do so should see the Headteacher for further advice. 
 

Collective Worship 
Assemblies are held every day, either as class, whole school or 
key stage.  They provide a valuable time when we come together 
and feel part of the wider school community, caring for those 
within it and looking outwards to the wider world.  
 

Personal, Social and Health Education 
We place great importance on incorporating a comprehensive well 
planned programme of Health Education into our curriculum.  
Health Education is concerned with enabling children to make 
informed decisions about adopting a healthy lifestyle, and keeping 
safe. 
 

 

Health education includes road safety, personal hygiene, dental 
health, exercise, nutrition, and drugs awareness.  We build on the 
children’s existing knowledge and experiences of their bodies, 
relationships and the world around them. 

Sex Education 
The Governing Body of the Byron Primary School has a policy for 
sex education. It is taught in line with the aims of the school, and 
within a clearly defined and carefully planned framework.  Sex 
Education is embraced within the planned teaching of R.E., Health 
Education, Science and English. It is designed to meet the needs 
of children and set within the context of family life. Under recent 
legislation parents have a right to withdraw their child from a sex 
education lesson if it is not part of the compulsory Science 
programme of study.  (Parents wishing to exercise this right 
should see the Headteacher who will advise them further). 



 

 

Homework 
Homework is designed to meet the needs of individual children. 
Termly information is sent to you outlining what the children will be 
learning in each curriculum area and offering advice about ways in 
which you can extend and follow up work at home.   
Teaching staff are always willing to offer advice and guidance to 
you about ways in which you can support your child’s 
development at home. 
Termly targets are set for each child in English and Mathematics 
and advice is given on how you can work with your child on these 
at home.   

Book Sharing 
Throughout the school every child has a book folder and chooses 
a book to take home from the class book area each day. 
Your child may, as the need arises, also have a contact book 
which is kept in the book folder and is used by you and the class 
teacher to communicate comments or concerns about your child’s 
reading. 
In the Junior department, children take responsibility for choosing 
their own books from their classroom.  This can be done on a 
daily or longer basis depending on the type of book chosen. All 
children receive a homework task at least once a week. 
Book folders are sold from the school office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Behaviour 
 
The ethos at Byron is based on mutual respect, care and 
consideration for others.  We believe that positive attitudes 
towards oneself and others are fundamental to promoting an 
effective learning environment.  The children are supported in 
developing their own high standards of self discipline and in 
respecting the needs and feelings of others. 
 
All members of the school community are committed to working 
together to ensure that high expectations of good behaviour are 
promoted, primarily through rewarding positive behaviour and 



 

 

attitudes and also by applying sanctions where necessary.  You 
have a vital role to play in working in partnership with the school to 
develop the children’s good behaviour.  

 

Special Educational Needs 
 

Many children at some stage during their educational career may 
have special educational needs.  This may include children who 
are very able and talented, children who are experiencing learning 
difficulties in some form or other or children who have special 
behavioural and emotional needs 
 

If we have any concerns about your child we will always talk to 
you about them at an early stage.  Normally we can meet 
children’s needs within the classroom by providing appropriate 
learning opportunities and extra support where necessary.  We 
will also work in partnership with you so that you can support your 
child at home.  
 

Byron has access to support and advice from outside agencies 
which include our assigned educational psychologist, our school 
nurse, speech therapists, health visitors and social workers. 
 

The Code of Practice on the Identification and Assessment of 
Special Education Needs recommends that schools shall deal 
with children’s needs in stages as outlined below. 
 
 
 
 
 
School Action 
The class teacher will record any concerns about your child and 
will speak to you about them.  Individual targets will be set.  
An Individual Education Plan will set targets for your child to 
achieve and a date for a review.  We will ask you to work with 
your child and help him/her at home.  Your support and 
encouragement are vital. 
 
School Action Plus 
At this stage we may look for specialist help or advice from 
outside the school.  For example we may call in an Educational 
Psychologist or a specialist teacher.  Individual Education Plans 
will be drawn up and progress carefully monitored. 



 

 

 
Most children’s needs can be met by the school but if more help is 
required the Headteacher may ask the Local Education Authority 
to make a Statutory Assessment.  A full copy of the Special 
Educational Needs Policy is available on request. 
 

Health and Safety 

Every Child Matters  

As a school we have a responsibility to safeguard and promote 
the welfare of children.  If there are any concerns about the 
welfare of a child we may share information and work in 
partnership with other agencies. 
In general the staff will seek to discuss any concerns about a 
child’s welfare with the family and, where possible, seek their 
agreement to making a referral to children’s social care.  
 

Healthy Schools and School Lunches  
We are a Healthy School and part of the National Fruit Scheme.  
Each child in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 receive a daily piece 
of fruit.  We ask that Junior children bring fruit to school as a 
snack; please do not send your child in with crisps, sweets or 
chocolate.  Fruit is available at morning play from the School 
kitchen, which also provides healthy lunches, including a salad 
bar.  A menu and prices are available from the School Office. 
 
 
 

Illness 
If your child is not well enough to attend school, please keep him / 
her at home and telephone the office on the first morning of 
absence.  Children who have infectious conditions or diseases 
should not return to school before the end of the statutory 
exclusion period.  We will be happy to advise you if there are any 
uncertainties about exclusion periods.   
If your child becomes ill at school we will contact you immediately 
and care for your child until you arrive. 
We have several qualified First Aiders on our staff who will attend 
to your child should he/she be injured.  You will of course be 
notified immediately if the injury is serious. 



 

 

Medicines in School 
We will only give medicines to children in school if it is absolutely 
necessary.   
A medication form can be obtained from the School Office.  This 
should then be completed and returned to the School Office with 
the medicine.  We will then ask you to take the medicine home at 
the end of each day.  Children with asthma who require the use of 
inhalers can be catered for, provided we have authority from you 
together with precise instructions. 

Head Lice 
Incidences of head lice do occur from time to time, so please do 
not feel embarrassed.  We ask that you regularly comb your 
child’s hair through with conditioner using a special comb 
available from the School Office. 

Clinic, Dental, and Hospital Appointments 

Please inform your child’s class teacher prior to any appointment.  
You must report to the School office before collecting your child.  
If you are collecting your child during lunchtime you will be given a 
Home Form which must be completed and signed , then handed 
to a lunchtime supervisor.  During the normal school day please 
report to the School Office.  You may then collect your child from 
the classroom. 
 

Road Safety 
There are yellow markings on the road next to the school gates 
and you are asked not to park there between 8.00 a.m. and 9.30 
a.m. and 2.30 p.m. and 4.00 p.m. in order to ensure the safety of 
children and parents. 

Toddlers 
Please ensure that your younger children remain with you when 
you are waiting for your school children.  In the interests of safety 
they are not allowed to play on the walls or playground equipment. 

Pets 
Pets are not allowed on school premises. 

Educational Visits 
Children will usually enjoy at least one educational visit per year. 
In addition, Year 6 children are offered a 5 day Residential Trip 
and Year 5 children a more local 3 day Residential Trip. Your 
permission will always be sought for visits and trips, even if it just 
in the local area. 
 



 

 

Photographs 
From time to time, teachers or other authorised adults will take 
pictures of children for display, educational or School publicity 
purposes. Use of these photographs will be strictly according to 
the School’s policy and your permission will always be sought. 
 

Before and After School Care 
In conjunction with Playplus and Mulberry Bush Pre-school, Byron 
has been offering “wrap-around” care before and after school 
since 1995 (for junior-aged children) and 2000 for younger 
children. 

Mulberry Bush Pre-School  
Mulberry Bush offers a “wrap-around” care service for Byron 
Reception children.  A Breakfast Club is held from 8.15 a.m. which 
provides toast and/or cereals.  The children are then escorted to 
Reception.  They can also be collected again at 3.15 p.m. for a 
light tea until you collect them at 6.00 p.m.  A holiday club also 
operates in the School holidays from 8.15 a.m. until 6.00 p.m. 
except for 2 weeks at Christmas. 

Playplus  
Playplus share the same building as Mulberry Bush.  We use their 
building as well to run a breakfast club for children from Year 1 to 
Year 6.  We too offer breakfast which consists of either toast 
and/or cereal and a drink.  The Infant department children are 
brought over to their classrooms and the Junior department 
children join the other children in the playground (weather 
permitting!) at 8.45 a.m. 
 
Playplus run an after school club until 6.00 p.m.  The children are 
collected from their classrooms and taken to the Playplus building 
where they are given a light tea.  There is also a holiday club 
which operates every day in the school holidays, entertaining and 
looking after the children from 8.15 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. except for 2 
weeks at Christmas. 
For more details please ask at the School Office or contact 
Mulberry Bush and/or Playplus on the following telephone 
numbers:-  
Mulberry Bush  Pam Terrey  020 8660 4180 
Playplus  Pauline Hill   020 8763 2756 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Attendance and Lateness 
Absences from school fall into two categories, authorised and 
unauthorised.  It is the Headteacher who decides, on the basis of 
the statutory regulations, on the category of absence. 
Authorised absences include: 
 

·  illness where a child is too ill to attend school. 
·  medical/dental appointments which cannot be made 

outside of school hours. 
·  holidays - up to 10 school days per calendar year. 

Applications must be made in advance on a form which the 
School Office will supply. 

·  exams for music, ballet, gymnastics etc. where it is not 
possible to organise them out of school hours. 

 
The school should be notified of all absences either by telephone 
or in writing, otherwise they will be classed as unauthorised.  
Unauthorised absences are any absences which fall outside any 
of the above categories.  However other situations may arise from 
time to time which necessitate absence from school and these 
should be discussed in  
advance with the Headteacher so that authorisation can be 
agreed if appropriate. 

If your child arrives after registration for either the morning or 
afternoon session but within 30 minutes they are counted as late 
present.  The reason for lateness should be explained to the 
school by telephone prior to arriving late or by explanation to a 
member of the school staff on arrival. 

If your child arrives 30 minutes after the start of school for either 
the morning or afternoon session they are counted as absent, 
which will be authorised or unauthorised by the Headteacher.   

The reason for lateness should be explained to the school by 
letter prior to the late absence if known, by telephone or by 
explanation to a member of the school staff on arrival.  If there is 
no explanation the absence will be counted as unauthorised. 

All latecomers must report to the main School Office. 

 
 
 



 

 

Charging Policy 
Under the 1988 Education Act we are unable formally to charge 
for any school activity.  However to enable us to fund such 
activities as visits from theatre groups, educational visits etc., we 
do ask for voluntary contributions from parents.   
 

Unfortunately, without these donations such events could not take 
place.   
 

How to find Help with School Expenses 
You may be entitled to free school meals and milk and financial 
help with school clothing and/or travel expenses.  More 
information about the schemes, the conditions of awards and 
scales of aid will be provided on request from the Director of 
Education, Taberner House, Park Lane, Croydon, CR9 1TP.  
Telephone: 020 8686 4433 and ask for Education Awards 
Section. 
 

Complaints 
If you have any complaints relating to the school not meeting its 
legal requirements in respect of the curriculum and related 
matters, you should in the first instance, make an appointment to 
discuss the matter with the Headteacher.  Parents are advised 
that they have a right of appeal in the event of the problem not 
being dealt with satisfactorily.  Details of this procedure are 
available from The Education Officer (Schools) at the following 
address:- 
Taberner House, Park Lane, Croydon, CR9 1TP 
 

Byron Primary School is a Community School maintained by the 
London Borough of Croydon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Admissions Policy 
Applications identifying the school as the "first preference" school 
are considered in accordance with the following criteria: 
 
1 Siblings 
First priority is given to those pupils who have a sibling already in 
attendance at the school or who left the school no more than one 
academic year prior to the date of entry of the new applicant. 
 
2 Medical Grounds 
Places are allocated next to those pupils with a medical condition 
which justifies admission to the school. (In these cases, a 
supporting doctor's or hospital consultant's letter must accompany 
the application. Decisions on these applications are taken in 
consultation with the Authority's Medical Advisers.) 
 
3 Geographical Grounds 
Places are then allocated on the basis of two geographical 
measurements, taken by the shortest reasonable walking routes: 
(i) from the pupil's home to the school; 
(ii) from the pupil's home to the nearest alternative Council school 
with a place.  
If the school is not filled with first preference applications, then the 
second and third preference applications are considered using the 
same criteria identified above. 



 

 

 

Byron Scrapbook 

A few photos of life at Byron 
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